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Highlights of 2011 – message from the Chair
As the Tasmanian Spatial Information Council (TASSIC) enters its fifth year since inauguration, it is pleasing to report
on the success of activities and initiatives implemented in 2011, as we work towards achieving our vision of
‘abundant and useful spatial information within reach of all’.
With five formal Council meetings convened from February to September, the year culminated in the highly
successful Spatial Innovation Showcase held at Wrest Point on 27 October 2011.
TASSIC collaborated with the Department of Primary
Industries, Parks, Water and Environment and the
Tasmanian Region of the Surveying and Spatial Sciences
Institute in hosting the event, which presented a diverse
program that focused on innovative solutions and practical
demonstrations of the real-world application of spatial
information.
In addition to presentations from respected national and
international experts and practitioners, the event featured
an impressive presentation by students from the University
of Tasmania, ably showcasing their innovative work to an
appreciative audience.
An online survey conducted after the event was also wellreceived, attracting around 30% of event participants. All
respondents rated both the event and its organisation and
management as either excellent or good, with an impressive
79% rating organisation/management as excellent.
In addition, 96% of respondents rated both the standard of
presentations and the quality of speakers as good or
excellent, with ratings for the quality of exhibition displays,
venue and facilities, food and service all above 92%.
The survey also canvassed support for future events. Of the 98% of respondents that answered this question, all
said that they would attend a similar event in the future or refer colleagues, which was an outstanding result.
On behalf of all Council members, I would like to thank the organising committee for their hard work in successfully
pursuing TASSIC’s strategic priority to establish – and increase – recognition of the role and value of spatial
information and the Tasmanian spatial information community.
The other key focus for TASSIC in 2011 was to actively encourage and support further investment by the Tasmanian
Government in spatial information and enabling components of core infrastructure.
In November 2011, Council welcomed and wholeheartedly endorsed the Government’s decision to invest almost
$3 million in the two-year Spatial Information Foundations project.

Gary Nairn
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Spatial Information Foundations (SIF)
In 2010 and 2011, a comprehensive business case was prepared by the Department of Premier and Cabinet (DPAC)
and the Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment, in consultation with TASSIC, the
Tasmanian Government Spatial Committee and a broad cross-section of representatives from government,
academic and private sector organisations in Tasmania.
The business case was supported by a focused assessment of costs, benefits and the economic impact of the
proposed investment. This work was instigated by TASSIC in 2010 and taken up by DPAC through the engagement of
economic consultants ACIL Tasman Pty Ltd. The final result of this work is now available through the TASSIC website
www.tassic.org.au.
As part of a program of briefings and meetings to increase awareness and support for the business case, TASSIC
Chair Gary Nairn, TASSIC member Kate Kent and Mathew Healey (DPAC) met with Minister Bryan Green in April to
brief him on how the investment outlined in the business case could rationalise and appropriately target resources
to deliver the most efficient, cost-effective outcomes.
The SIF project objective is to develop a contemporary platform for the distribution of spatial information across all
tiers of government and the private sector to facilitate the improved use of spatial information and support key
priorities of the Tasmanian Government.
More information about this initiative is available at
www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/sif.

Other activities
Council continues to implement our strategic plan, concentrating on the three key priority areas set out in the plan.
Steady progress has been achieved with execution of the Council’s communication plan. The TASSIC website was
launched in late June 2011. As well as providing information about spatial initiatives and activities, the website
includes a feedback mechanism for strengthening communication and partnerships. Part of the site is dedicated to
showcasing successful spatial information applications and case studies in the Tasmanian community. Anyone that
wishes to take advantage of this opportunity is encouraged to email info@tassic.org.au.
TASSIC is keenly aware of the need to communicate the role and value of spatial information to people outside the
traditional spatial information sphere. Throughout the year, Chair Gary Nairn continued to meet and brief State and
Federal Members of Parliament, as well as key State Government executives. Various levels of engagement with
representatives from local government and other relevant industry groups were also initiated.
In early 2011, TASSIC reviewed the national Economic Assessment of Spatial Data Pricing and Access report prepared
by PricewaterhouseCoopers for ANZLIC – the Spatial Information Council of Australia and New Zealand. The
document was assessed for its potential as a basis for future pricing and access recommendations.
After review of the Spatial Industries Business Association (SIBA) paper about the potential establishment of a
Spatial Industry Statistics Program, TASSIC established a formal connection with the SIBA-led working group, in an
effort to reinforce the importance of this data at a jurisdictional level.
In 2011, TASSIC continued to liaise with secondary and tertiary education providers through the establishment of a
semi-permanent committee, focusing on strengthening the spatial component of education and skills development
in Tasmania. The first meeting of TASSIC’s Education and Skills Committee was held in May.
In August, TASSIC published a new framework
for the use of spatially referenced data in
Tasmania. While this document was developed
to reflect the future goals and priorities of all
stakeholders, it is expected that it will evolve
and be updated over time.
At the TASSIC meeting held on 16 August 2011,
representatives from the three regional water
and sewerage corporations held a roundtable
discussion with Council, discussing current
issues and key challenges. As a result of that
meeting, ongoing liaison between the
corporations and TASSIC was initiated, involving
issues such as data sharing and improved
cadastral accuracies.
Spatial Innovation Showcase, October 2011
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TASSIC also met with representatives from the Southern Regional Planning Project. In partnership with the
Tasmanian Planning Commission, the project aims to modernise management of the spatial information component
of planning schemes. Project representatives discussed issues with Council and explored ways in which TASSIC could
assist. TASSIC endorsed the project’s direction and noted that this work is a good step towards sustainable, wellmanaged planning processes.
In October, the Chair of the Victorian Spatial Council, Ollie Hedberg AM, and Elizabeth Thomas (Manager, Strategy
and Projects, Victorian Department of Sustainability and Environment) met with TASSIC to provide an interjurisdictional governance perspective and discuss current activities.

Meetings and briefings
Wherever possible, TASSIC endeavours to influence policy and decision makers, providing cross-sectoral advice and
recommendations to help achieve our vision. In 2011, Chair Gary Nairn met and briefed:
Hon Bryan Green, Minister for Primary Industries and Water
Hon David O’Byrne, Minister for Economic Development, Infrastructure, Workplace Relations and Innovation,
Science and Technology
Scott Bacon, Parliamentary Secretary for Treasury
Liberal Party Members of Parliament – Michael Ferguson, Adam Brooks, Vanessa Goodwin and Elise Archer
Jeremy Rockliff MP, Deputy Leader of the Opposition
Senator David Bushby, Deputy Opposition Whip in the Senate
Andrew Wilkie MHR, Member for Denison
Geoff Lyons MHR, Member for Bass
Philip Clark, Chair, Tasmanian Infrastructure Advisory Council
Rhys Edwards, Secretary, Department of Premier & Cabinet
Mark Kelleher, Secretary, Department of Economic Development, Tourism & the Arts
Norm McIlfatrick, Secretary, Department of Infrastructure, Energy & Resources
Dr Katrena Stephenson, Policy Director, Local Government Association of Tasmania
Members of the Intergovernmental Committee on Surveying and Mapping

Presentations
Presentation by Gary Nairn, Surveying and Spatial Sciences Institute (SSSI) State of GIS Seminar
Presentation by Jon Osborn, SSSI Regional Conference

About us
Led by an independent Chair, TASSIC members are nominated by key spatial organisations to ensure an appropriate
balance of competencies and experiences. The Council reports to the Minister for Primary Industries and Water.

TASSIC members (left to right): Malcolm Lester, Kate Kent, Mark Wise, Ashley Mahar, Hon Gary Nairn (Chair), Jon Osborn,
Richard Mount, Mitchell Knevett
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Images from the Spatial Innovation Showcase

Further information
For more information, please contact the TASSIC Executive Officer on 03 6216 4476 or email info@tassic.org.au.
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