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1. Introduction 
The Tasmanian Spatial Information Council Charter requires the Council to report annually to the 
Minister on progress in achieving its goals. 

The Council set its strategic priorities for 2022-25 in the document “Advancing Location Intelligence 
2022-25”, published in 2022, following consultation with member organisations and a review of the 
state of the spatial information sector.  

The strategic priorities set out in this document are as follows: 

• Raising Awareness of spatial information best practice and its importance to sustainable 
economic Growth in Tasmania 

• Facilitating the implementation and adoption of spatial information applications and solutions 
across government and industry 

• Providing a forum for communication and coordination for innovation in the use and application 
of spatial information in Tasmania 

• Education and training 

This document covers the period from the previous annual report (2023) to November 2024, when 
TASSIC held its first meeting under the incoming Chair, Maurits van der Vlugt, who replaces the 
previous Chair, Alan Smart. 

2. 2024 Achievements and Activities 
TASSIC achievements and activities for the 2024 calendar year are set out below in the context of 
TASSIC’s strategic priorities1.  

Raising Awareness of spatial information best practice and its importance to 
sustainable economic Growth in Tasmania 
The Chair met with key stakeholders during 2024 including: 

• Simon Buxton from the Department of State Growth, to discuss the Heavy Vehicle Transport 
geospatial application 

• Troy Robbins of TasTAFE to discuss training priorities 
• Terry Brient of the Tasmanian Agricultural Productivity Group to discuss training and innovation 

in agriculture in Tasmania. 

The Geospatial Council of Australia, with TASSIC input, published the “Economic impact of geospatial 
services in Australia” report 2. This study highlights the critical role of geospatial information in 
enhancing national productivity and showcases its significant direct economic impact on our national 
economy. The report indicates that in 2023-24, geospatial information contributed $0.6B to the 
Tasmanian economy, which could grow to $1.2B in 2033-34 under a ‘favourable operating 
environment’. The TASSIC Chair was a member of the steering committee for the study. The study 
leveraged the findings of four TASSIC case studies mentioned below. 

 
1 https://tassic.org.au/our-priorities 

https://tassic.org.au/our-priorities


 

 
 
Facilitating the implementation and adoption of spatial information applications and 
solutions across government and industry 
• TASSIC has previously produced five case studies demonstrating the application of geospatial 

systems and services. These have showcased Tasmania’s geospatial applications at the state and 
national levels.  

• The Chair also spoke to the National Search and Rescue Council about the early warning case 
study and the importance of this model for search and rescue in Tasmania. 

Providing a platform for communication and coordination to foster innovation in the 
use and application of spatial information in Tasmania 
• The TASSIC Chair attended the AGFEST field day in April 2024. 
• The TASSIC Chair presented at the State of GIS seminar in Hobart, 6 June 2024 
• TASSIC worked with GCA to deliver the Tasmanian GCA State Conference. Friday 20 September 

at Hotel Grand Chancellor, Hobart  

Education and training 
The 2023 Forum on Education and Training identified the potential for collaboration between 
TasTAFE and TAFE NSW in delivery of vocational education and training programs in geospatial 
technologies in Tasmania. TAFE NSW currently provides training for Tasmanians in Albury, and the 
thought was that TAFE NSW could deliver this training in Tasmania in conjunction with TasTAFE. 
There is, however, a barrier to this occurring as training for geospatial technicians does not rank 
highly in training policy for Skills Tasmania, which is a part of the Department of State Growth. The 
current priorities are: 

• Community services 
• Building and Construction 
• Energy and Infrastructure 

While geospatial services are technically part of building and construction, this linkage is not 
recognised by TasTAFE. This is a matter that could be explored in future.  

3. Objectives for 2025 
2025 sees a renewal of the Council with the incoming chair and several new councillors. TASSIC’s 
objectives for 2025 and onwards are to: 

• Review and refresh the TASSIC strategy (which currently runs until 2025), to build on TASSIC's 
achievements and provide a clear, three-year roadmap for Council to advance policy influence, a 
resilient spatial data infrastructure, sector-wide collaboration and innovation to elevate 
Tasmania's spatial ecosystem. 

• Ensure TASSIC is a trusted advisor on spatial data, influencing policy, planning, and funding. 
• Drive collaboration across education and industry to expand skills, unify advocacy, and position 

Tasmania as a hub for geospatial growth. 
• Embed spatial intelligence into digital solutions, fostering R&D, and improving data access 

through the LIST. 

Also important is the start of the LIST upgrade to accommodate an All-Hazards Spatial Infrastructure 
Project. This is a significant development in securing a safer Tasmania and recognises the LIST's 
importance to emergency management. 



 

 
 

4. Membership 
The Members of TASSIC in 2024 were: 

Alan Smart (retired Chair) Term expired 2 July 2024 
Emily Brown Term expired 6 July 2024 
Rachael Hurd Term expired 6 July 2024 
Maurits van der Vlugt (Chair) Appointment from 9 September 2024 for 3 years 
Michael Giudici Reappointment from 12 November 2024 for 3 years 
Peter James Reappointment from 12 November 2024 for 3 years 
Justin Thurley Reappointment from 12 November 2024 for 3 years 
Anthony O'Flaherty  Appointment from 12 November 2025 for 3 years  
Anna Riddell Appointment from 12 November 2025 for 3 years 
Murray Jamieson Minute (reference IMIN24/1336) forwarded to Minister’s Office on 

13/01/2025 recommending appointment.  Written approval and 
letter of appointment yet to be received. 

 

5. Meetings 
TASSIC holds four meetings each year, either face-to-face or online. Due to the chair retiring and the 
recruitment process for the new chair, only three meetings were held in 2024: 

Meeting No. #67 #68 #69   
Name/ Date 20-Mar 6-Jun 19-Nov Attended 
Alan Smart (retired Chair) 1 1   2 
Emily Brown 1 1   2 
Rachael Hurd 1 1   2 
Maurits van der Vlugt (Chair)     1 1 
Michael Giudici 1 1 1 3 
Peter James 1 1 1 3 
Justin Thurley 1 1 Apology 2 
Anthony O'Flaherty  1 1 1 3 
Anna Riddell     1 1 
Murray Jamieson         

 

6. In conclusion 
Our strategic priorities drove the TASSIC work program for 2024. TASSIC furthered awareness of the 
benefits of spatial information through individual contacts, contributions to GCA’s economic impact 
study, the development and promotion of several case-studies and implementing the 
recommendations of the 2023 workforce forum.  

TASSIC continued communicating the value of geospatial information to decision-makers in 
Tasmania to assist and support the ongoing development of the spatial people who work in 
government, the private sector, and the community and who are increasingly drawing on spatial 
information in their everyday lives. 



 

 
 
2025 will be a year of transition with a new Chair, new councillors, and a new TASSIC Strategy to be 
launched at the State of GIS Conference in Hobart in May. TASSIC will work to increase its relevance 
and policy influence, build partnerships, and promote the value that spatial information brings to the 
Tasmanian community. 

 


